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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Preamble 
I would love to acknowledge in a very special way, the presence of Journalists and media personalities, you occupy a very strategic position in society. Because at the centre of every discussion, is a journalist. You are the reason for whatever we talk about. If your job is to generate, manage, and disseminate information and knowledge, it means that knowledge is useless if not consumed, and for it to be consumed, it has to be disseminated, through different media outlets. An educated society is an informed society, an informed society is a civilized society and a civilized society is a product of good journalism. This is because, journalists are primary agents of change, they serve as the bridge between the people, and the activities observed in a society. Through the media, people’s attitudes and habits can be altered and modified to suit societal expectations (Umoru, 2015). Good journalism can build on existing realities, to create a mental or visual image of their choices. This is how powerful you are.  
When we talk about journalism in the real sense of it, we mean the various ways information and knowledge are generated, managed and disseminated to a broader audience in an honest and balanced manner for the purpose of informing, educating and shaping opinion. As put succinctly by Dahiru & Mohammed (2021), “the traditional role of the media in any society is to inform, educate, entertain, publicize and perhaps most importantly, correct the excesses of society”. Therefore, the way and manner Journalists go about their duties of reporting and informing the society especially, when it comes to the issues of insecurity, becomes very crucial, more so, in perceived volatile areas such as the Southeast. 
This paper is therefore, designed to discuss the Journalists’ responsiveness to security reporting and how it influences and is influenced by state image. In other words, it will try to establish a nexus between the dispositions of the state towards Journalists and the responsiveness of Journalists in security reporting. To put it in perspective, it will look at the extent to which Anambra as a state presents an enabling environment for prompt and balanced reporting of security and sundry matters. And, by extension, how the media has consciously and unconsciously helped in building the image of the State. 
Conceptualization   
Responsiveness is a matter of value and ethics in journalism. The ability of a Journalist to promptly respond in reporting/discussing emerging issues (security matters), is central to his calling as a professional. As they say in journalism, “It is a call to be responsive and responsible”. This is because, as a Journalist, your work is a reflection of you or your media outlet, and your credibility is affected by the ethical principles and practices that are expected of you. The integrity of the Nigerian media over the years appears to have been coloured, shaped or influenced by economic, political, religious and social sentiments of their time Media reports have sometimes fallen under the influence of politicians, ethnic bias, and religious bigotry. This has made it difficult for the media to be independent and objective, especially in their responsiveness to security challenges.
An image is primarily perceived as an artificial creation or a mental or visual representation of a reality. It first exists as a mental image that helps us to make meaning out of abstraction through the power of spoken or written language. Journalists have this unique skill to weave words together to stimulate a desired mental imagery or scenery that will appeal to the senses of their audience. They have the power or rather the skills to create and recreate meaning out of an existing reality, most of the time, in order to sway their audience to the desired direction.
The Anambra State Image
 Anambra, as a state and a people, has existing realities that are core to her, upon which her image is erected or created. This image has been created and recreated over time through journalism tools. Anambra's image, as rightly portrayed out there, has always been about industry, trade and commerce. There is another aspect that speaks to excellence in academics and literary scholarship exemplified by the outputs of Achebe, Ekwensi, Ndibe, Adichie, Zik, Dike, and a host of others. In the area of security, efforts have been made by successive administrations to create an image of a safe and secure Anambra where life and properties are protected, where businesses thrive and a safe environment for investors, especially from outside the state. There have been conscious efforts to pursue and maintain this image, and it seemed to have worked.  
However, in the turn of recent events typified by abysmal security failures both at the national and local scenes, occasioned by separatist militant agitations, the Anambra image has dipped. This latest development has confounded the initial image of Anambra state with everything insecurity such that any visitor from outside the state will first take his security as a top priority. The media/journalists are usually at the centre of all these since they drive the security narrative through their reporting styles. The question remains, to what extent are media houses in alignment with the state government in speaking to this desired image? 
A friend of mine, a social analyst and critic assured me that a cursory search of the word "Anambra" on Google is the most confounding litmus test that tells one that Anambra is on a collision course with the Media; His take is that Anambra is suffering barrages of negative media reports. It seems there is an effort somewhere geared towards obfuscating positive stories from around her and throwing up the adverse ones that have now created a queer perception about Anambra in the minds of those who live outside her, especially in the area of security reports. Is this image as accurate as it is projected? Even in the present situation, can it be recreated by drawing from positive existing social realities? Who has the power, the skills and the tools to do that?
Another social analyst believe that Anambra state has no image (positive image). He pointed at Anambra Broadcasting Service (ABS) and Ministry of Information as failing in their duties, that they rather have as their priority engaging in political agenda and moneymaking campaigns.  He stated that any state who takes his image creation seriously should be in touch with Journalists. An example of this is the shutting down of the state-owned National Light Newspaper and throwing out all the Journalists and other media professionals that work in the print media. Mr. Governor said that the media outlet was not adding value to the government of Anambra state, and therefore, it has to be scrapped. This definitely did not go down well with journalists as a body. The following statements purportedly made in the wake of the closure of National Light Newspaper, lay credence to the unpalatable relationship between the government and journalists in Anambra State, and I quote:
‘Congress, frowned on the ill-treatment of journalists by the Prof. Soludo-led administration which led to his shutting down National Light Newspapers without any reason made public …., 
‘The Anambra State chapter of NUJ in its July Congress described Governor Soludo’s closure of National Light Newspapers as “wicked and without human face towards journalists’.
These two strong statements convey a lot about government’s attitude towards Journalists, which may have affected their psych and role in promoting the state’s image. This action confirms the findings of Oberiri (2016), who stated that although Nigerian media flourishes, their continuity depends on not overstepping or overriding on the government’s power. So, to some observers, there seem no emphatic plan to keep driving the positive image of the state outside having a state logo and slogans that project the personal image of the particular government, party and individuals (in this case, the governor) presently in power. 
Let me also quickly note that Mr. Governor was quite sensitive to the plight of the staff of National Light Newspaper and had since re-absorbed them into various others ministries, according to the communique of the August 2023 congress of NUJ Anambra State chapter. Be that as it may, this media outlet has ceased to exist
To the extent that this is true, the present government has continued to use every opportunity that presents itself to give the state a new image lift. An instance is the recent renaming of Anambra State Cargo Airport to Chinua Achebe International Airport. This is another opportunity for the government to keep maintaining and projecting the already-created image of the state as centre for literary and academic excellence. The media content and the length of time Journalists in Anambra state will keep this current move by the governor in the front burner speaks volume of our current discussion.
Responsiveness to promoting State Image 
Journalism and the Media have become more partisan. They have mainly deployed their trade towards the political objectives of their owners (e.g., the Nation newspaper and TVC are owned by Bola Tinubu, Daily Sun, by Orji Uzor Kalu, Silverbed by Ben Murrey Bruse, Channels by John Momoh, AIT by Raymond Dokpesi, etc. and almost all others have one political affiliation or the other. 
The Government seems not to have a conscious synergic partnership with the media. In as much as they handpick and appoint Journalists who have suffered to distinguish themselves in the field of journalism (to do their bidding), government still tries to maintain a draconian and monopolistic control over the media rather than to leverage and work with them. That is what seemed to have necessitated the Twitter ban and the heavy-handed sanctions against media houses especially when their reportage does not suit the government of the day. The media in Nigeria is mainly viewed by government as adversaries than partners and the relationship has been hostile or frictional at best. 
Mind you, the unique democracy Nigeria and Africa practice, where press freedom and other liberties are significantly suppressed, makes it very difficult for the media and government to work in concert. This is because, the government lack accountability, are reckless, hates to be held responsible but mainly wants to control and muzzle the media. The laws also make this possible but as #EndSARS and the emergence of the OBIdient Movement have shown, the social media has become the alternative for the citizens to make their voices heard and remain a challenge for the government to restrain. So unless our present brand of essentially dictatorial democracy improves, the media may not perform as the Fourth Estate of the Realm in Anambra state as is obtainable in more mature, developed democracies.
Responsiveness to Security Issues in Anambra State
The media actually has a significant role to play in making a difference in the area of reporting issues bordering on security in Nigeria. But in the case of Anambra state, it will be helpful to examine the root of the recent security situation dispassionately and remedy it foundationally, otherwise, every other solution will be temporal.
The current security issues as they exist in Anambra State today have all come under the cloak of armed agitations, not necessarily again for the actualization of the sovereign state of Biafra, but more for the release of its leader Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. The agitation has provided a convenient guise for criminal elements to engage in kidnapping, assassinations, ritual killings and other vices. His detention has provided a cover for criminals to infiltrate the state and perpetuate their heinous acts. In my view, what will significantly mitigate the insecurity in the state is his release or at least, the upgrade of his detention to a house arrest where he can address his supporters and instruct them to desist from all armed and violent confrontations. If and when this directive comes from the MNK the recognised leader, it will greatly degrade the legitimacy of Simon Ekpa and his runaway renegades, douse the violence in the South East and present the avenue for the government to decisively crack down on anyone perpetuating violence after such directive from the IPOB leader has been issued.
This is where Journalists and the media can play a meaningful role: by consistently putting the discussion of his release on the front burner of public discourse as a prerequisite for enduring peace in the South East. The media can preempt a convergence of stakeholders to press for same at the federal level. This may be one of the outstanding contributions the media can make towards improving the security situation in Anambra State, otherwise every other approach may be akin to the proverbial fetching of water with a basket. 
Let me still make this point clear, this is not about supporting or being sympathetic about the course of Biafra, or the release of Nnamdi Kanu, but a sincere and dispassionate analysis of the security issues as they are in the state. I am not alone in this call. Recall that the governor of Anambra State, Professor Chukwuma Soludo, during one of his campaigns in Awka and in the early days of his administration, had consistently made this call for the release of Mazi Nnamdi Kanu: 
Premium Times of 16th February reported that the governor first made a public appeal on 14 January for the “unconditional and immediate” release of the IPOB leader during the campaign flag-off of the All Progressives Grand Alliance in Awka. 
“I am making a passionate appeal to the Federal Government to release Mazi Nnamdi Kanu unconditionally” (Premium Times, 16 Feb., 2023)
He did realize the importance of this ‘call’ to his administration and to “Ndi Anambra”.  Fortunately, the print media is replete with calls for MNk’s release by different Nigerians at different times:    
“The call by a House of Representatives ad hoc committee for the “unconditional” release of Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, leader of the proscribed Indigenous People of Biafra, IPOB, is timely as we approach one year after the courts ordered his release” (Vanguard News, August 28 2023)
While a good number of individuals and groups outside the state have reportedly ignored this “call” publicly as well, the media in the State has a duty to keep pushing the narrative since the image of the State is highly dependent on a safe and secure Anambra for the realization and maintenance of her excellence in industry, trade and commerce, and in academics and literary scholarship.  
Way forward
The media should drive, amplify and accentuate the discourse and roundtable to deal objectively with armed agitations and insurgency which is a sine qua non for peace in the region. This will help to neutralize other criminal gangs that deploy the secessionist struggle as a masquerade to exacerbate insecurity situation in Anambra State and indeed the whole of the South East.
Media advocacy on Security issues needs to be coordinated among all the media organizations in the region and has to be sustained over the necessary period to yield results.
Again, the shift from conventional media to social media is a development that must not be ignored by those in power and media organizations. The OBIdient Movement has taught us about the unprecedented power of social media and that less people watch television and listen to radio but everyone is more or less on social media. The government and the media houses need to show strong presence in the social media through social media handles and units so as to constantly develop social media contents to convey security related messages. 
Simon Ekpa and his group are vigorously engaging the social media even from abroad while the government seems to be largely watching passively and are ever reactionary to the effects of his messages instead of being proactive.
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